Background: Ischemic heart failure (HF) is characterized by increased inflammatory status and impaired endothelial function. Endothelial progenitor cells (EPCs) contribute to the maintenance of endothelial integrity and function. Statins beyond its lipid lowering effect exert beneficial effect on endothelial function and inflammatory process in patients with atherosclerosis. In the present study we examined the impact, of atorvastatin treatment, on vascular function, inflammatory status and circulating EPCs in HF patients.
